SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2020

ST COLUMBA'S FAMILIES
NEWSLETTER

Hi Families of St Columba’s,
This week’s message is simply a big thank you. As term time and home schooling approach their formal
conclusion in the next few weeks, we take a break from Sunday School, allowing some space and rest, both for
our young people and our adult helpers.
Even during this time of absence from being together on Sundays, due to the pandemic, it feels like our young
people have continued to contribute to the life of this place. Messages from, and photos of your home life, have
brightened up the weeks, reassuring us that life goes. The energy, curiosity and laughter of the young, blesses
us – even when it is also exhausting and sometimes boils with frustration!
The end of the Sunday School year is also the moment to say thank you to all the adults who have helped care
for our children this year. The Roll of Honour for Sunday School is: Fiona Gardner, David Kerr, Catherine
McDonald, Charlotte Bradford, Roddy Cameron, Ian McNicol, Susan Pym, Lesley Benning, Rosa Somerville,
Gordon Cameron, Caroline Newsome, Will Hamlyn &Alison Scheurer-Dewar.
For Crèche: Jen de Witt, Betsy Wilkie, Liz Maliphant, Ginger Irvine, Lynsey Verrillo, Yolanda Park, Gary
Wallis, Suzanne & Derek Williams. Marietta Krikhaar - while not a volunteer, “has been amazing!!” and
without Fiona Lang’s Safegaurding role, there simply would be no youth activities. Finally, “Mention in
Dispatches” for Lucy Llewellyn in the Church Office, for enormous help co-ordinating and publicising so many
of our activities throughout the year.
As our volunteers take a bow, consider the words of a recent school newsletter: “If I have done anything, even
a little, to help small children enjoy honest, simple pleasures, I have done a bit of good.” (Beatrix Potter,
British Author.) On behalf of the entire congregation, please know that we believe it is far more than “a bit” of
good. Thank you to all of you.
Finally, as the summer weeks of this unconventional 2020 stretch ahead, bringing additional anxiety for many
families, from the same school newsletter source: “One thing I had learned from watching chimpanzees
with their infants is that having a child should be fun.” Jane Goodall , English primatologist and
anthropologist. While recognising things are far from ideal, may the gift of fun be part of the coming weeks.
Stay safe, stay sunny, be blessed and a blessing throughout these days of summer, Angus
P.S. The Families Newsletter will take a break now, with a potential restart in September. Information about the
reopening of Church will be available via the weekly, congregational E-Newsletter.

